TEXAS Global

The University of Texas at Austin

VIRTUAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAM
at THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN
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OVERVIEW #RE R/

The University of Texas at Austin’s (UT Austin) English Language Center (ELC) in Texas Global is pleased
to offer the Virtual English Language Program for students. Classes will be delivered 100% online through
live synchronous instruction with distinguished faculty from a top-ranked global university. Students will
improve their ability to communicate in English with interactive lessons focused on improving their listening,
speaking, writing, and reading skills. Using the Zoom platform, students will experience the same interactivity
and content depth of an in-class experience. The course will be managed through the Canvas learning
management system. This program will provide a unique opportunity for international students to gain
experience from UT Austin’s expert faculty and resources.
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Program highlights: 32 K

e Online interactive classes three hours per week for a total of 15 hours 7E£5 H.&RFE, )& 3 /N,
L1t 15 /N

e Engaging classes focused on improved speaking, writing, and reading skills TyF$¢moaiE 1. 5
YRR 4% e

e U.S. cultural knowledge and academic perspectives integrated throughout the program 3% & SC 4k 1R
AR 51 5 A PR

e Grade report and certificate of completion provided to each student Y53k i 4 B4 25 A 45 MV AIE 45



PROGRAM DATES i5f2 H #

July 7 — August 9, 2023
20234 7HT7TH-8H9H

PROGRAM COST &% H

$500 per student for 15 hours

Includes tuition and fees, materials, online university resources, pre-orientation, and certificate
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REQUIREMENTS BIiEER

Students must
e be available to participate daily in live virtual classes; 2% 4= 75 55 K 4% IR AR i 7] 72 28 S I FAR
"z 51k & 05
e have access to a computer with camera and microphone; 75 15 F 77 5 $5A% Sk A1 22 7 XU Ha i

e have access to a stable internet connection. 75 43 fa 5E [t WX 28 1% 52

INTRODUCTION TO OUR ORGANIZATION KA

Founded in 1883, The University of Texas at Austin is the flagship institution for The University of Texas
System and a tier-one public research institution. The university’s 18 colleges and schools enroll over 51,000
students and ranks among the top 10 public universities in the US. Texas Global is a recognized leader in
international education based on the success of programs we deliver and on the number of students and
scholars we support: we serve 7,000+ international students and scholars, 1,000 ESL students, and 4,000+ UT
students studying abroad. World-renowned for its faculty and research, the university is especially strong in
Teaching English as a Foreign Language and Curriculum & Instruction.
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The Texas Global English Language Center (ELC) at The University of Texas at Austin has provided
instruction and programs that are critical to UT’s mission since the 1960s. In addition to offering an accredited

academic English curriculum and courses for current and prospective university students, the ELC offers a
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range of customized programs for students, professionals, and teachers of English. These programs range in
length from one month to a full semester and include English language instruction, American culture classes,
academic content courses, internships, and English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teacher training, The ELC
customizes each program to ensure participants increase their English competency and academic/professional
skillset. Additionally, the ELC and UT Austin have excelled at offering virtual ESL and academic content
since March 2020; our synchronous online instruction has demonstrated that students benefit from the
enhanced interactivity and the content depth is equal to that of in-person learning.
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COURSEWORK fE)k

Students will enroll in intermediate mixed-skills classes to improve their academic communication skills in the
areas of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Classes will meet three hours per week for five weeks.

Outcomes and examples of activities for each skill area are detailed below.
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Listening & Speaking ¥r 1& &

This class will focus on listening comprehension, speaking fluency, and pronunciation - particularly those
areas that are challenging to Chinese speakers. Students will explore these skills through a variety of activities,
such as listening to lectures, participating in group discussions, giving presentations, and practicing using new

vocabulary and expressions.
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Reading & Writing Bl & 54



This class will focus on many types of writing starting with improved sentence structure and moving to
cohesive paragraphs and complete essays. Students will learn the standard format for academic writing and
practice using this format for assignments. Lessons will also cover academic skills such as paraphrasing,
writing summaries, and writing personal reactions. Reading lessons will focus on improving students’
comprehension of fiction and non-fiction and developing vocabulary, discussion skills, and reading speed.
Using a variety of level-appropriate texts, students will learn to identify the topic (s), the main idea(s) and
supporting details of a passage. Students will also practice summarizing the original reading by including only
the main idea, main points, and the most important details or examples.
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DAILY SCHEDULE ##t2&zHE

Students will attend live virtual classes on Wednesdays and Fridays each week for a total of 15 program
hours. Each day, students will log into classes at specified class times using Zoom where ELC faculty will
meet the students in a virtual classroom. A sample schedule is provided below.
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

10:00-10:40am

Beijing Time

10:45-11:30am
Beijing Time

THE VIRTUAL CLASSROOM E#l# =

Students will join the virtual classroom using a Zoom link posted on their course page in Canvas. VPN is not

required to access the UT Zoom platform; however, students will need a University of Texas electronic ID,



which we will provide, and they will login using two-factor authentication with their cell phone. Once students
click the link and join the meeting, they will see their instructor and classmates through the Zoom platform.
Faculty will be able to share their screens with the class, draw on a virtual white board, and divide the class

into smaller breakout groups for pairs and group work.
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Orientation & <&

Prior to the start of the program, staff will host a live virtual orientation for students, which will cover
programmatic and logistical aspects of the program. Students will be issued an electronic ID (EID) and login
credentials for secure and private access to university platforms such online libraries and other exclusive
resources. Staff will also present live tutorials on how to use the Canvas learning management system and
Zoom video conferencing platform. This training aims to ensure that students get first-hand experience using

the platforms before the program has started and feel comfortable navigating the platforms.
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Evaluation & Certificate FRE5 A &iEH

Student progress will be measured during the program through active participation, homework, and quizzes.
Coursework accounts for 80% of the grade and the final exam counts for 20% of the grade. The instructor will
assess student performance and record grades in the Canvas learning management system. Students will be
able to access Canvas and review their grades throughout the course. Students who attend 85% of the live
course sessions and receive A, B, or C grades will be awarded a completion certificate. Certificates and grade

forms will be mailed to students at the conclusion of the course.
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Program Surveys BfE RN
At the conclusion of the program, students will complete anonymous surveys on each aspect of the program.
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PROGRAM FACULTY & STAFF R #ER R T

Dr. Michael Smith, Ph.D. has served as the director of the English Language Center for 20 years. He has a
B.A. and an M.A. certificate in teaching English as a second language, a master's degree in linguistics, and a
Ph.D. in foreign language education with an emphasis on aspects of motivation in language learning. He has
been an invited assessor for other University-based language programs, and he regularly offers workshops to
English language instructors on affective variables in language learning and teaching.
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ELC Faculty: All of our ELC instructors are skilled professionals with advanced degrees in TESOL or
related fields with 10 to 25 years of teaching experience. Additionally, all ELC instructors have a history of
living overseas and learning a foreign language. Biographies on each of our faculty can be found at
https://global.utexas.edu/english-language-center/explore/faculty.
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SUMMARY &4

The ELC at UT Austin is eager to collaborate again with Jiaxing University on the Virtual English Language
Program. UT Austin has excelled at offering a variety of online English language classes for international
students, and we are confident that we will provide an academically challenging and enriching program for
participating students. With a dedicated online community of staff and faculty, we will ensure students feel

engaged and supported throughout the program.
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